
Richey Elementary School 

Assessment Policy 

RES Mission Statement 

We exist to create a safe, empathetic, inclusive environment where all participants can 

positively impact the global community through an inquiry process using strong instruction, 

deep engagement, and high expectations, to develop collaborative, compassionate, and 

confident learners.  

Purpose of Assessment 

Our purpose of assessment is to allow teachers, parents, students and administration to 

establish a clear picture of individual student progress and set target goals for students. Pre-

assessment will enable teachers to establish student background and prior knowledge.  The 

assessment cycle guides instruction. It provides an understanding of what students know, 

what they need to know, and what to plan next. Assessment is a tool used for planning and 

differentiation of instruction. Students use self-reflection and self-evaluation as an avenue for 

student-initiated action. 

Assessment of Richey Elementary Program of Inquiry 

At RES, products, performances and tasks are designed to show understanding of learning 

objectives inside and outside the units of inquiry. Effective assessment practices include: 

● Assessing for prior knowledge. Tools for pre-assessments include, but are not limited to: 

o Know, Wonder, Learn (KWL) 

o Reflection Journals 

o Discussions/Brainstorms 

o Wonder wall 

o Equip pre-module 

● Assessments evaluate student progress and performance in Florida State Standards 

and Units of Inquiry content. 

● Assessments provide authentic and meaningful feedback from which data-driven 

conclusions may be made. 

● Formative assessment tasks are woven throughout weekly instruction to provide 

teachers and students with helpful feedback on progress of understanding and 

application of Florida State Standards and IB Unit Lines of Inquiry.  Summative tasks can 

include choice of product to address different learning styles.  Summative assessments 

are also valuable tools for reporting the effectiveness of synthesis and application of 

their learning. 

● Tools for formative and summative assessments include, but are not limited to: 

o Rubrics 

o Checklists 

o Tests, quizzes 

o Journal reflections 

o Guided responses 

o Self and peer assessments 

o Graphic organizers 



o Observations/anecdotal records 

o Performance tasks 

o Visible thinking strategies 

o One-on-one conferences 

o Standardized tests 

o Process-focused assessments 

State Mandated Assessments  

The shared value of standardized assessment at RES is to provide parents and the learner 

feedback on the learning process. This is an inclusive opportunity that learners engage in at 

the end of each school year. School-based teams disaggregate these data and develop an 

action plan that addresses future growth. 

● World-class Instructional Design Assessment (WIDA) 

Any child who has a language other than English spoken in the home must receive a 

language placement test upon entering the district. Children categorized as limited 

English proficient must be given the WIDA test every March –April until they are 

considered fluent English proficient. The results of this test are sent to parents at the 

end of each year. Teachers use the results to determine language proficiency levels 

and individualize instruction to meet the needs of their second language students.  

● Florida State Assessment (FSA)  

o Writing (Grades 4-5)  

o Reading (Grades 3 – 5)  

o Mathematics (Grades 3 – 5)  

● Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0 (FCAT) Science (Grade 5)  

District Assessments  

● Kindergarten Readiness Test (FLKRS)  

● MAPS: ELA, Math, Science (K-5) 

● District Finals  

● K-5 (Art, Music, PE) 

School-wide Assessments  

At Richey Elementary, we believe that assessments should be given numerous times during a 

unit of study in all subject areas. Units of study should have the following:  

● Background Knowledge Assessment: These are assessments given to check students' 

previous knowledge regarding the information about to be taught. By pre-assessing, a 

teacher has information on which students will need modified or accelerated work, 

what content is already known and therefore does not need to be taught and what 

content that is not well understood and will need further instruction.  

● Formative Assessment: A formative assessment is any assessment during the unit’s 

instruction that would provide teachers with knowledge of how students progress 

toward learning objectives to plan future lessons and next steps in a unit. Examples of 

formative assessments include response journals, class discussions, and graphic 

organizers. 



● Summative Assessments: A summative assessment is given at the end of a unit to allow 

students to show what they have learned and provide feedback to the teacher on 

how well the unit’s objectives were reached. One goal of these assessments is to 

provide our learners with a variety of ways to demonstrate they are understanding. 

● Student Self Reflections: Students will use self-assessment throughout their time at 

Richey Elementary to reflect on their development as international citizens and 

understand the learner profile and attitudes. Within the context of units of inquiry, they 

will assess their knowledge of central ideas, lines of inquiry, and concepts. Students will 

reflect on their growth as learners by examining their own skill development and 

setting goals accordingly.  

Reporting 

● RES provides/communicates student progress through: 

o Parent-teacher conferences (As needed) 

o Progress Reports (Once each quarter) 

▪ Using Pasco County Reporting System 

o Report Cards (once each quarter) 

▪ Using Pasco County Reporting System 

o Primary Years Program/Data Binders/Portfolio* 

o Spring Showcase of Learning 

Portfolios* 

The Primary Years Program Portfolio is a way to show growth in students over the entire RES 

experience.  Students play a vital role in creating their portfolios. Work is chosen and 

reflected upon by students to gain a better understanding of how they are progressing as 

learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendices 

Sample Report Card 

 


